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Australians All Let Us Rejoice







The founding of Australia
Captain Arthur Philip R.N.
Sydney Cove, Jan 26th 1788





Permission required to:

• Move in or out of the reserves
• Hold employment
• Marry

Not allowed to speak traditional language

Parent had no rights over their own children



> 270 Frontier Massacres continuing to the 1930s

Source: Guardian Australia / Colonial Frontier Massacres Project

https://c21ch.newcastle.edu.au/colonialmassacres/


Walking Two Roads



Journey into Cardiology



First leadless pacemaker 
2018

Transcatheter aortic valve
2018

Mechanical heart
2018



Bench

Bedside

Population

Research Tool Kit

• Basic research in CV physiology
• Physical activity & wearable sensors
• Quality of life and health outcomes
• Cardiac disease in young adults
• Data linkage & Health services research





Rates of optimal CV health in the United States

< 40% for whites
< 25% for Mexican Americans
< 15% for African Americans

Brown et al. Ann Intern Med 2018; April 17



Factors influencing access & quality of health care services

Patient

Local contextual

Organizational

Policy and Community

Purnell Health Affairs 35, No. 8 (2016): 1410-1415



Closing the Gap Through 
Data Driven Research



Indigenous Australians between the 
ages of 35 & 44 are 9 to 12 times 
more likely to die from cardiovascular 
disease when compared to their non-
Indigenous counterparts.

Australian Bureau of Statistics
Australian Institute of Health & Welfare



Australian population
distribution by age 
category

Indigenous

Non-Indigenous



Aboriginal population
High birth rate
High mortality in early
adulthood

Indigenous

Non-Indigenous



Aboriginal population
High birth rate
High mortality in early
adulthood

We are losing the next generation of elders
We are losing our cultural assets

Indigenous

Non-Indigenous



Coronary artery disease 
in Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander People

Earlier onset, higher mortality

Coory MJA 2005



Management gaps are especially common 
among Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander people 
with > 50% not screened or treated for CVD 
despite being at high risk.

Pieris DP et al. MJA 2009

Why the Gap?



Aboriginal people are less likely to complete assessment or 
treatment of advanced coronary disease

Coory MJA 2005



Image source: Traditional Healers of Central
Australia: Ngangkari. Magabala Books 

Why?



How will we 
answer this 
question?

We will link clinical data 
collected by Australian 
general practices, 
hospitals and government 
agencies to determine 
how variation in CV risk, 
events and treatment 
influences Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous health 
outcomes.



Diagnosis Treatment

Hospital & Specialist 
clinics



General practice
Hospital & Specialist 

clinics
General practice

Prevention Symptoms Diagnosis Treatment Post hospital care

The linked dataset will provide new insights into how cardiovascular 
disease is assessed and treated across the care continuum





For the first time we will answer these questions 

in a local context:

• Why are Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander people at increased CV risk? 

• Are existing risk assessment scores accurate?

• Where does variation in health care access or care occur and for whom? 

• What is the health and economic impact of evidence-based CV care? 

• How does this differ for Indigenous vs non-Indigenous Victorians?

A comprehensive health services 
dataset for cardiovascular disease



(i) A whole of life perspective

(ii) A whole of systems approach

(iii) Local contexts can be assessed

(iv) Data driven research, innovation and translation

led by a world-class research team, the dataset will serve as a national 
resource and establish Australia as a global leader in CV health services 
research.

What makes this unique?



My research breaks down traditional research silos and brings together clinicians, 
data scientists, biostatisticians, health economists, primary and tertiary care 

specialists.



The Risks of Research for 
Indigenous People



“Terra Nullius”
Land belonging to nobody



60% of the health gap is attributable to the health of 
Indigenous people living in non-remote areas of Australia

Of 555 Indigenous health research articles 2004 – 2009

Eades MJA 2010

Only 11% focused exclusively on people living in urban areas



798,400 Aboriginal & 
Torres Strait Islander 
people in 2016

68% of Aboriginal people 
live in NSW, QLD and 
Victoria

Most Aboriginal people 
(81%) live in cities & 
regional centers versus 
7% in remote areas



“Terra Nullius” revisited



Indigenous statistics



Disparity

Disadvantage

Deprivation

Disadvantage

Dysfunction

1

2

3

4

5



Deficit-data
Problematic People



"Although a terrible pest to the colony, he was a brave 
and independent character.“ 

Governor King

Pemulwuy



Adam Goodes





“We need to focus on the obvious and persistent 
strengths of Indigenous peoples and cultures, 
rather than the deficit view that…..too often 
frames Indigenous Australia”.

NAIDOC Week 2019

Jacynta Krakouer
Associate Lecturer, PhD Candidate
Department of Social Work
University of Melbourne



Indigenous Data Sovereignty (IDS)

Refers to refers to the right of Indigenous people to exercise 
ownership over Indigenous Data. Ownership of data can be 
expressed through the creation, collection, access, analysis, 
interpretation, management, dissemination and reuse of 
Indigenous Data.



Indigenous Data Governance (IDG)

Refers to the right of Indigenous peoples to autonomously 

decide what, how and why Indigenous Data are collected, 

accessed and used. It ensures that data on or about 

Indigenous peoples reflects our priorities, values, cultures, 

worldviews and diversity.



What IDS and IDG are NOT

•An afterthought

•An amendment

•A response

•A footnote

•A reaction

•A review



What IDS and IDG should be

Start

Finish



What IDS and IDG should be

• Opportunities for 
Indigenous leadership and 
capacity building from start 
to finish

• Indigenous people retain 
control over data collection 
processes in their 
communities, and that they 
own and control how this 
information is used

Start

Finish

Ownership

Control

Access

Possession

“OCAP”





"I want Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children 
to have the same opportunity as any other child in 
this country,“……

"But, it's not true for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander children growing up in Australia today, and 
it's never been true and I don't know when it will be 
true."

Prime Minister Scott Morrison
Responding to the Close the Gap report



General practice
Hospital & Specialist 

clinics
General practice

Prevention Symptoms Diagnosis Treatment Post hospital care

The linked dataset will provide new insights into how cardiovascular 
disease is assessed and treated across the care continuum



“Terra Nullius”
Land belonging to nobody



Disparity

Disadvantage

Deprivation

Disadvantage
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I stand with
Adam Goodes



Australians All Let Us Rejoice



This is a special animal called a long-neck turtle. It is special to my family who are Yorta Yorta.

Eliza Burchill. 4 years old.



In 1967 we were counted, in 2017 we seek to be heard…..

We invite you to walk with us in a movement of the 
Australian people for a better future.








