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Who is responsible for cleaning computers 
workstations in a Hospital?



A Potential Source of Pathogen Transmission

Because many hospitals, clinics and care centers do not have routine cleaning 
of IT equipment, there is a high risk of contamination with pathogenic bacteria 
from the hands of healthcare workers (1).

What is your hospitals protocol for IT equipment cleaning?  

17hospital touch 
screens cultured and 
identified pathogens (3).

ÅC. diff.
ÅVRE
ÅKlebsiella

Study of 25keyboards. All tested positive for growth of two or more microorganisms (2).

Sources: 1 Bures S, Fishbain JT, Uyehara, CFT, Parker JM, Berg BW. Computer keyboards and faucet handles as reservoirs of nosocomial pathogens in the intensive care unit. Am J Infect Control 2000; 28:465-70.; 2 Rutala, WA, White M, Gergen MF, Weber DJ. 
Bacterial Contamination of Keyboards: Efficacy and Functional Impact of Disinfectants. Infect Control Hosp Epidemiol 2006;27(4):372-377.; 3 Gerba CP, Wuollet AL, Raisanen P. Bacterial contamination of computer touch screens. Am J Infection Control.
2016;44:358-60.



HAI Facts:
H A I s  C A N  I M PAC T  A N YO N E

8.6 %
increase in 

additional hospital 

cost per HAI 

contracted patient

Sources / Australian Guidelines for the Prevention and Control of Infection in Healthcare. Australian Government, National Health and Medical Research Council; 2019. / Mitchell BG, Shaban RZ, Macbeth D, Wood C-J, Russo PL. The burden of healthcare-associated 
infection in Australian hospitals: A systematic review of the literature. Infection, Disease & Health. 2017;22(3):117-128. / Russo PL, Stewardson AJ, Cheng AC, Bucknall T, Mitchell BG. The prevalence of healthcare associated infections among adult inpatients at 
nineteen large Australian acute-care public hospitals: a point prevalence survey. Antimicrobial Resistance & Infection Control. 2019;8(1). / The Secret Life of Germs. P Tierno, Atria Books. 2001. 
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Surface Sanitizing Today
A disinfectant takes 3 to 4 minutes 
in a liquidstate tocompletely 
eliminatepathogens and may take 
up to 10 minutes for more resistant 
pathogens. A quickwipe with a 
damp towel does not clean.


